
How can I get involved?
 
Please visit the District’s website (www.dnv.org) 
where notices for future public sessions and 
updates on the project will be posted. News 
articles and public notices will also appear 
in the District Dialogue (the District’s weekly 
news page) and in the North Shore News. 
To ensure that you do not miss notification of 
upcoming sessions you can also be added to 
the District’s e-mail list (please email krendek@
dnv.org to join the e-mail list). 
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Contact Information
To obtain more information 
on the Lynn Valley 
Town Centre Project,
please contact:

Karen Rendek, MCIP
Community Planner
Sustainable Community 
Development Department
District of North Vancouver
355 West Queens Rd.
North Vancouver, BC
V7N 4N5

Phone: 604-990-2261

Email: krendek@dnv.org

Developing a 
Master Plan for 

Lynn Valley 
Town Centre

“combining the warmth

 of small town living with 

the convenience of city life...”



How does the Town Centre plan fit in 
with other District Plans? 

The District of North Vancouver established 
plans at various different levels including: the 
District level, the neighbourhood level, and the 
level of nodes or special areas.
 
These different planning levels are complemen-
tary to each other. The Lynn Valley Town Centre 
Master Plan is a special area plan that will build 
on the directions established by the Lynn Valley 
Plan but will provide more detail on aspects 
such as housing mix, location of amenities, 
transportation networks, density, and the “look 
and feel” of the Town Centre.

What is the history of the Lynn Valley 
Town Centre?
Lynn Valley used to be the central commu-
nity and business area in the District of North 
Vancouver. In the early 1900’s Lynn Valley was 
a well established village centre complete with 
a school, stores, churches and community hall. 
The services were clustered around a historic 
cross-section at Centre and Pipeline roads (the 
current location of the new library and public 
plaza) and the town was served by street car. It 
was only after the Second World War that Lynn 
Valley grew in population and expanded into 
an auto-oriented suburban community by the 
1970s.

Why is a Town Centre plan needed?
In recognition of the importance of the the Town 
Centre as the heart of Lynn Valley, the Lynn 
Valley Plan, adopted in 1998, identified the need 
for a detailed concept plan. The Town Centre 
Master Plan is required to establish a land use 
plan and accompanying policy guidance to pro-
vide for the kind of Town Centre that the Lynn 
Valley community wants to see. 

Developing a Lynn Valley Town Centre 
Master Plan

What is the vision for the Lynn Valley 
Town Centre Master Plan?

The Lynn Valley Plan articulates the vision for 
the Town Centre as being a focal point of a 
community that “combines the warmth of small 
town living with the convenience of city life”. 
The vision also sees the Town Centre as being 
a safe meeting place, vibrant and attractive, 
celebrating the natural setting of Lynn Valley, 
being accessible and inviting to all, and defining 
a Lynn Valley “sense of community”. 

Lynn Valley Streetcars 162 and 161, 1940’s

 

Construction of Lynn Valley General Store, 1908



Where is the planning process at? 
Since December 2006, the District has been 
conducting  background research on existing 
conditions, establishing a multi-Stakeholder 
Steering Committee and hosting two Public 
Workshops and a Design Workshop (Charrette) 
lead by the UBC Design Centre for Sustain-
ability to explore conceptual layouts and design 
drawings for the Lynn Valley Town Centre.

Approximately 40 diverse stakeholders, includ-
ing guest design experts, property owners, local 
businesses, local interest groups, community 
association members, residents and service 
providers such as Terasen, TransLink and 
BC Hydro, came together to explore design 
options for the new Town Centre at the Design 
Workshop (Charrette Event) in September.  The 
results of the intensive 5-day event were pre-
sented at a well-attended public meeting in early 
October. See our website for more information.

The District is now working towards a preferred 
concept plan with further opportunities for public 
consultation in 2008. It is anticipated that the 
Master Plan will be completed for Council's 
consideration in early 2009.

Who is involved?
The Town Centre planning process is overseen 
by a Project Steering Committee, comprised of 
16 representatives from the local Community 
Association, local businesses, property owners, 
service providers, and members of Council. 
Over the past year, hundreds of residents have 
taken part in public workshops looking specifi-
cally at what key design features and elements 
should be incorporated in designing a new Town 
Centre for Lynn Valley over the next 25 years.

What developments are proposed for 
the Lynn Valley Town Centre?
None at this time. The Master Plan process is 
not responding to any development propos-
als, nor is it meant to replace the development 
planning process (e.g. rezoning of specific land 
parcels) or its associated public consultation 
components. The purpose of the Town Centre 
Master Plan is to be proactive about identifying 
changing needs and opportunities within the 
community, and come to an understanding of 
how to position the community to meet its chal-
lenges in the future. 

What could future development in the Town Centre look like?
The following drawings stem from ideas generated at the Charrette.

High Street Shopping and Gathering Spaces 

Reducing Our Environmental Footprint 

Sharing the Road

Safe, Inviting and Accessible Neighbourhood

Spaces for Live, Work and Play at the Centre



Lynn Valley Community

Community Profile of Lynn Valley:
Lynn Valley is one of the oldest neighbourhoods in the District of North Vancouver. It is currently home to 
20,400 people living in 7,200 households. Over the last 20 years the rate of population growth has been 
quite small, typically between 1 and 3 percent per year. 

Lynn Valley has an aging population. The number of seniors living in Lynn Valley has increased dramati-
cally over time so that there are almost 8 times as many people over the age of 65 in Lynn Valley today 
as there was in 1970. The number of youth and children on the other hand has declined slightly over 
the same time period. These trends are typical of neighbourhoods in the District of North Vancouver and 
present many serious challenges including the need for new and different housing options and social 
services. 

Existing Conditions in the Town Centre:
The Town Centre study area is approximately 44 acres in area.  Currently, it includes about 320,000 square feet 
of retail and commercial space (the mall and adjacent shopping areas) surrounded by extensive parking lots.  
There are approximately 320 residential units in the Town Centre which is only about 5% of all of the housing 
units in Lynn Valley.  The existing amount of open space in the Town Centre is approximately 1 acre (Kay Bur-
rows and Pioneer Park) or just over 2% of the total area.  

For the study area, the Master Plan will include a detailed Design Concept Plan, accompanying policy guid-
ance and implementation strategies to be proactive about identifying changing needs and opportunities within 
the community, and come to an understanding of how to position the community to meet its challenges in the 
future. The study also includes an examination of lands within the broader peripheral area to ensure that land 
use transitions and linkages are considered between the Town Centre and the outlaying residential areas.

The Town Centre


